[Surgical treatment for traumatic tracheobronchial injuries].
Tracheobronchial injury is a relatively rare but often fatal condition due to the injury from the neck to the chest. Different clinical features depend on the site of injury. We experienced 5 cases of tracheobronchial injury; cervical trachea in 2, thoracic trachea in 1, tracheal carina in 1, left main bronchus in 1. Three cases were caused by blunt trauma by traffic accident and 2 cases were due to penetrating injury (stab wound and gunshot wound). Thoracotomy with primary repair for 3 (simple repair, bronchoplasty, pneumonectomy) and cervicotomy for 2 (end-to-end anastomosis) were performed. One patient with severe associated injury died of multiple organ failure after surgery. Accurate diagnosis and the appropriate treatment in the early stage is essential in the treatment of tracheobronchial injury.